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Abstract

The objectives of this research entitled as “ Thai Studies in University of Social
Sciences and Humanities (USSH), Vietnam National University (VNU)” are (1) to study the
development of education and teaching Thai Studies in the Vietnam National University
(2) to study what factors affect teaching and learning Thai Studies in Vietnam, and (3) to
study the directions in teaching Thai Studies at the Vietnam National University.
Interdisciplinary Approach was used in this research. The results of the studies were as

follows:

The development of education and teaching Thai Studies was first offered in
Vietnam National University which is a military university in foreign languages to train
officers including interpreters to serve in the military. There are English, Russian, French,
Chinese, Lao, Khmer, and Thai languages. The language courses have been offered in
the university since 1982. The study of Thai education in Vietnam, beginning in 1993,
started in Vietnam National University of Ho Chi Minh City. The course is involved Thai

Studies and it is a part of the Southeast Asia Department Faculty of Eastern Studies.

There are 4 factors affecting teaching and learning Thai Studies in Vietnam: (1)
The relationship between Thailand and Vietnam has been concrete as Thailand
established diplomatic relations with Vietnam on 6 August 1976, an embassy in Hanoi in
1978 and a consulate general in Ho Chi Minh City in 1992, (2) Thai and Vietnamese
politics have developed close relations with neighbors. It is based on being friendly to
one another, respecting the differences in the political system and government, and
having mutually beneficial cooperation, (3) The Vietnam economy has developed the
economy from the “ Doi Moi” policy, which will benefit Thailand, such as the export
market, investment and tourism, and (4) Society and culture regarded as a mechanism
to drive and strengthen relations between Thailand and Vietnam, including the Thailand-
Vietnam Friendship Association and the Vietnam-Thailand Friendship Association, has

specified activities and projects together, such as exchanging Thai youth with Vietnam,



promoting the teaching of Thai and Vietnamese languages, and exchanging educational

personnel.

The directions of teaching Thai Studies at Vietnam National University between
Thailand and Vietnam in promoting Thai Studies in Vietnam has been a cooperation at
both the government level and the people level, especially educational cooperation.
The project has been implemented under the cooperation between higher education
institutions  of the two countries. Moreover, there are exchanges of professors,
scholarships, and training courses, including the establishment of the Thai Studies Center
in the National University of Vietnam in order to disseminate Thai culture and Thai

language to Vietnamese students.
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